To Kill a Mockingbird Essay Outline

Introduction
*Introduce your topic uniquely by grabbing the audience’s attention.  Set up the paper with a background story or interesting quote from the book.

**Your last sentence of this paragraph will be your thesis statement, the argument you will prove throughout the body of your essay.

Attention Grabbing Introductory Sentence(s)/Hook: (Get the reader’s attention with an interesting first sentence)
Background Information (Information that will provide some of the reasoning that leads into your thesis statement)

Thesis: (This should be your last sentence in your introduction.  It is a statement that takes a position on an important aspect of the novel):

*DO NOT SAY “I believe that…” or “My thesis is…”  Instead, write an arguable position on one of the essay topics.

_____________________________________________________________________
Body
**You will use these paragraphs to prove your thesis statement by making sub-arguments and providing examples from the book to illustrate each.  
Each body paragraph should have a topic sentence—a sentence that clearly tells the reader the point of the paragraph.
Each topic sentence needs to be explained, in your own words.

Each body paragraph should have a quote (from TKAM) that supports the topic sentence.  Make sure these are transitioned into and out of.

Each quote needs to be explained.  This explanation should give the reader information about what the quote is discussing and how it truly supports the topic.
One body paragraph, probably the third, needs to have a counter argument and rebuttal.
_____________________________________________________________________

Conclusion

Refer to your thesis in a new way to bring the reader back to your main point.

Summarize your main arguments/points.

Connection to Reader - Apply your main point to the “big picture” or real world—why are the ideas of this particular essay important in a broader sense?  Leave your reader with an important final thought.

