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In general, irony is the difference between the way something appears and what is actually true.
There are three different types of irony that can be applied to various situations. 

1. ___________ Irony 

2. ___________ Irony
3. ___________ Irony
1. Verbal Irony is irony that is ___________.  The participants say the ___________ of what they really mean.  Often verbal irony is referred to as ___________.
Read the conversation below between a couple that is on the verge of getting a divorce and can’t stand the sight of one another. Their words are filled with Verbal Irony.

Wife:  “Hi, it’s so nice to see you.”

Husband:  “Wow, you look good in that dress.   Putting on those extra pounds really fills 
  
      you out in a complimentary manner.”

Wife:  “Well, I just love your hair.  That toupee is smashing.  But I have to admit, your


previous baldness was quite attractive.”

TRANSLATION:

Wife: “Hello, I really do not want you to be here.”


Husband: “You are getting fat and should NOT be wearing such a tight dress.”


Wife: “You are wearing an ugly hairpiece.  I hated your baldness, but this is worse.”

The husband and wife are being ironic in the first conversation because they do not mean what they are saying to each other.  What they really mean is the translation, but they are using verbal irony to express themselves.

2. Situational Irony is when an event occurs that directly ____________ the expectations of the characters or reader.  

· The firehouse burns down.

· The police station was robbed.

· The teacher failed the test.

· The student that didn’t study passed the test.

· The marriage counselor gets a divorce.

3. Dramatic Irony is when the _____________ knows more about the events of the story than a _____________.
For example, in the first act of Romeo and Juliet the reader listens as Romeo explains how sad he is that Rosaline does not return his love for her.  Romeo believes he will never love again.  However, the reader knows that he is going to fall in love with Juliet in a short time and will never think of Rosaline again.  This is dramatic irony since Romeo doesn’t know about Juliet, but the reader does.
