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(517)541-5600 ext. 5664

English 9 Course Syllabus


Welcome to Mr. Kamerman’s Classroom!  I am excited to embark on the journey of English 9 this year with each of you.  English 9 will be using the flipped model of teaching.  I have spent countless hours working to provide tools to help all kinds of learners work toward achieving success.  This means that students will be given the chance to connect with texts, watch videos and engage in collaborative discussion and critical thinking to learn.  
Course Description

English 9 will expand upon the concepts implemented in previous language arts classes.  The course is aligned with the Common Core English Standards as adopted by the State of Michigan to ensure that all students are Career and College Ready upon graduation from Charlotte High School.  English 9 will explore various types of literature including short stories, novels, drama and non-fictioin.  Upon successful completion of this 18-week course, students will be able to effectively connect their personal lives to these forms of literature through speaking and writing.  They will also use literary devices, correct grammar and usage concepts, develop research skills and expand vocabulary.  

Learning Standards

The following standards will be used to track the progress of student learning.  In order to pass English 9, students will need to show that they have demonstrated learning of each of the following learning standards.  

Each unit, students will be aware of the standards being covered and given the tools to track their progress on reaching each goal targeted for the unit.  This will empower students to take charge of their own learning experience.  With the focus solely on what students have learned, it is important to note that only original work will be tolerated in this class.  Plaigiarism is not acceptable.

Reading Standards

R1 - Comprehend a grade-level text (recall, summarize).

R2 – Understand and apply the key elements of the plot diagram. 

R3 - Understand and apply the literary elements.

R4 - Analyze how point of view is reflected in a text.

R5 – Determine features of character development. 

R6– Indentify theme in literature.

R7 – Explain how central idea, audience, purpose, and format play a role in an informational text.

R8 – Determine how culture and historical significance are reflected in a text.

R9 - Analyze U.S. documents and connect to broad themes.

Writing Standards

W1 - Understand and effectively produce an argumentative essay.

W2 - Understand and effectively produce an informative essay.

W3 - Understand and effectively produce a narrative.

W4 - Develop and organize ideas with style considering audience, purpose, and format.

W5- Use the writing process effectively.  

W6 - Use technology to investigate varied media in reading and to produce, publish, and update writing, taking advantage of technology’s capacity.

W7 - Use analysis and inference to cite strong evidence from a text. 

W8 - Follow MLA (Modern Language Association) guidelines for formatting and citing.

Speaking and Listening Standards

SL1 - Present information accurately for an appropriate purpose, audience, and format using media to enhance presentation.

SL2 - Participate in a variety of discussions (partner, whole class, small group) in appropriate manner (be prepared, follow rules, propel discussion, respond thoughtfully).

Language Standards

L1 – Demonstrate an appropriate command of grammar/mechanics.

Vocabulary Standards

V1 - Determine meaning of words and phrases when reading, by using vocabulary strategies.

V2 - Interpret figures of speech in word meanings in context and analyze their role in the text.
V3 – Spell, define, and use context words correctly. 

Course Expectations

· Respect yourself, your peers, faculty, staff and the classroom.

· Use technology (I-pad, I-pod, phone, etc) at appropriate times in appropriate manners.

· Maintain an organized binder for course material.

· Be prepared to expand your knowledge each day by arriving with necessary materials.

· Achieve to the best of your ability by completing all assignments and turning them in on time.

· The CHS Student Code of Conduct will be enforced (NO HATS!!)

· Mr. Kamerman reserves the right to add or change a rule at any time!

Students who fail to follow these rules will result in detention, parent contact, or a referral

Texts

English 9 will incorporate the following novels and texts throughout the course to enhance student reading and writing abilities as the strive to master each learning standard targeted:

· Various short stories (all available for free on the I-pad)

· To Kill a Mockingbird  by Harper Lee
· Romeo and Juliet by Shakespeare
· A variety of non-fiction pieces including United States seminal documents
All students will be expected to read independently in and out of class.

Required Resources

To equip students with the necessary materials for success, it is required that the following be brought to class each day:

· 3 Ring Binder



· Pen/Pencil

· I-pad





· Silent Reading Material

Units of Study

· Short Stories


· Romeo and Juliet


· To Kill a Mockingbird 
· Non-Fiction

Movies and Ratings

Some units in English 9 will include the viewing of films.  This includes The Ransom of Red Chief, To Kill A Mockingbird and both versions of Romeo and Juliet.  Addtionally, random clips may be incorporated to add to the educational experience.  Some films/clips may include PG-13 ratings.  If a students or parent or guardian has any objections to these ratings, please let Mrs. Carter know in advance and an alternate assignment will easily be made available.  

Classroom Library

Reading is exceptionally important to Mr. Kamerman and to the success of every student in English 9 for high school and beyond.  Therefore, a classroom library has been provided that offers a wide range of titles, genres, reading levels, and interests.  Parents and guardians should be aware that the titles in the classroom library are available for students and they are strongly suggested to make use of this library. However, if a parent or guardian sees a title that they do not approve, please let your child know so that they can find a different book to read.  

Attendance/Tardy Policy

Student success is directly related to student attendance and organization.  Since English 9 is covered in only one semester, it is exceptionally important that you are in class.  

Late Work            

As an English 9 student, there is an expectation of professionalism that is reflected in the grading practices. For assignments that are turned in late, points will not be deducted from the assignments themselves; rather, the student’s professionalism grade will be affected. If an assignment is turned in after the due date, accommodations must be made with Mr. Kamerman.  In order for an assignment to be considered on time, it must be ready to hand in at the start of class.  Students will not be allowed to print their assignments in class or the media center.   

English Department Grading Policies

In all English courses, students’ grades will be determined by their performance on assignments that lead up to a demonstration of learning, and on their level of responsibility when it comes to completing required classroom tasks. By dividing the grade into these three categories, the department ensures that students are graded on their demonstration of knowledge, and that all parties involved, including students, parents, and teachers, can clearly see what students know as well as how well they are upholding their classroom responsibilities. To these ends, the following grading categories will be utilized:

Practice (5% of overall grade) – This category includes any and all assignments that a student must complete to generate new knowledge or practice existing knowledge. These may include, but are not limited to, in class and homework assignments, quizzes, journals, etc.

Product (90% of overall grade) – This category includes any and all assignments designed as opportunities for students to show their proficiency on the standards for the course. These include, but are not limited to, tests, projects, and essays.

Academic Responsibility (5% of overall grade)  – All students are expected to produce work in a professional and timely manner, which includes turning work in on time, participating in classroom discussions and activities, and behaving in a manner that allows learning to take place. This category includes a grade associated with these behaviors.

Evaluation Methods    

Since this class will be taught standards based, the grade book will only reflect the learning a student has demonstrated on each learning standard listed above in the Learning Standards Section.  At times, this may reflect your students knowledge prior to the concept or unit being taught.  However, students will have multiple times throughout the semester to show they have learned a standard for the class and have his or her current knowledge of the standard be reflected in the grade book.  
For Example:
Each unit will begin with a pretest covering the standards assessed in that unit.  This will be followed by activities that teach, model and reinforce the information each student is expected to master within the standards for the unit.  The unit will conclude with a post assesment covering each standard within the particular unit.  This means that students grade for each standard may change 3-5 times within the unit, depending on if we are pre-testing, practicing, or post-testing.  
If at any time you have a question about standards based grading, please feel free to contact me.

Additionally, the use of learning standards will simplify the grading process to determine what students know and what they do not know.  On the following page is a generic scale that will be used as a template to determine how each student is progressing toward reaching the learning standards.  All of the scales that will be used this semester are provided on the class web site (carterenglish9.weebly.com) This is a new concept for English 9 and will be a learning experience for students and parents alike.  However, standards based grading is a research based strategy to improve the learning of all students.   If you have ANY questions, I invite you to contact me at your convenience.  

	4
	In addition to exhibiting level 3 performance, in-depth inferences and applications are made in terms of content.

	3
	No major errors or omissions regarding any of the information and/or processes (SIMPLE or COMPLEX) that were explicitly taught in class.

	2
	No major errors or omissions regarding the SIMPLER details and processes BUT major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes

	1
	With HELP, a partial knowledge of some of the simpler and complex details and processes

	0
	Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated


For each unit covered in class, students will also receive a professionalism grade based on their willingness to participate with classroom activities and discussions, ability to turn work in on time, and his/her class behavior.  The professionlism grade will represent 5% of a students overall grade for each term.
Retakes, Absences and Make-up Work

· Students may demonstrate knowledge of a standard at any time in the semester through a product assignment that covers the necessary standard.

· Students must show proof that they have practiced the content within a standard prior to any retake. 

· If a student completes a retake on a standard, the grade on the retake replaces the original grade.
· Obtaining/understanding make-up work should in NO WAY disrupt class time.  Please double check with your fellow classmates and the class website carterenglish9.weebly.com before talking with me to double check that you have everything you missed.

· Material missed during an absence must be made up promptly and is the responsibility of the student. 

ZAP/Late Work Policy

Assignments in the English department are designed to allow students to show what they have learned in a given course. Therefore, the English department’s ZAP policy reflects an emphasis on completing work that exhibits a student’s knowledge, and completing it on time. Students will be ZAPped for assignments deemed ZAPpable by teachers of a given course; these assignments will be clearly identified, in writing, as they are given. Students are expected to attend ZAP lab if it is assigned to them, unless the assignment is turned in before the end of the day before the assigned ZAP. Assignments turned in on the day of the assigned ZAP must be turned in to the ZAP coordinator. 

Assignments that are turned in late, regardless of whether or not they are ZAPpable, will be governed by the Academic Responsibility category of the grade book, meaning that late points will not be deducted from the assignments themselves; rather, the student’s Academic Responsibility grade will be affected in accordance with the individual classroom policies. However, late work will only be accepted up to the end of the given unit or the last Friday of the marking period, whichever comes first.

Accommodations 

English 9 will provide accommodations to all students based on their level of need and learning style.  Mr. Kamerman will do his best to be aware of these accommodations each day in the classroom.  However, it is the responsibility of the student to let Mr. Kamerman know if a different accommodation would be more fitting for the students’ individual needs.  




NOTE: Failure to demonstrate proficiency on any of these standards in the form of a product assignment will result in failure or English 9.








