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Explanation:
A counter-argument is an argument opposed to your thesis, or part of your thesis. It expresses the view of a person who disagrees with your position.  Once the counter argument is stated, the writer must then explain why the opposing view is wrong.
Synonyms:
1. Refutation
2. Rebuttal

3. Opposing viewpoint
Reasons to Include:

1. Makes your argument stronger

2. Shows you have considered both sides of an argument
3. Allows your essay to be more persuasive

4. Convinces reader to agree with your argument and not another

Common Mistakes:
1. Stating an opposing viewpoint without saying why it is less effective

2. Too general “…that argument isn’t effective because it’s wrong”

3. Refuting an argument other than the one stated in your essay.
Practice:
1. Teenagers should be given more homework to keep them out of trouble.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. A school uniform should be implemented so there is less time wasted on enforcing a dress code.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

More Practice:
· High school students should have closed campus because there isn’t enough time to go anywhere for lunch in a safe manner.

· Students shouldn’t be required to go to school because then there will be kids there who don’t want to be there and they might cause trouble.

· The school day should be shortened because more time in school does not increase the quality of learning.

· The school should abolish all organized sports and put all money into music because it has been proven that students involved with music are more successful in school.

