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Group Activity 
Juliet’s Fears 

Act IV.iii.14-59 
1. How have Juliet’s fear affected her? 

2. How well do you think she is coping? 

3. What do you think of Juliet in this scene? 

4. Would you be willing to take the risks Juliet does? Why or why not? 

5. How does this scene contribute to the play as a whole?

Capulet Commotion 
Act IV.v.1-100
6. How does the Nurse react to Juliet’s death?  What lines specifically tell you this?  

7. How does Lady Capulet react to the news? What lines point to this reaction?

8. Lord Capulet is also involved in this scene.  What are his thoughts on the loss of his daughter?  Give specific lines to support your response.

9. Paris was expecting to marry Juliet when he learned of her death.  What was his reaction?  Is this what you expected?  Why or why not?

10. Friar Lawrence knows the truth of Juliet’s “death”.  Does he do a good job of pretending?  What lines support your opinion?

Comic Relief
Act IV.v.100-132
11. What are the comic touches in these lines?  Explain them in detail.
12. Where is the tragedy located? 

13. Why do you suspect there is this balance of comedy and tragedy?
14. What would be the effect if a director omitted these two scenes (as Zeffirelli did in his older production of the play).
15. As a reader, how did you feel about the comic relief?  Was it necessary?
Individual Activity

Student Speculations 
16. Imagine that Romeo, in exile, has just heard the news. How would he react, what would he be doing? 

17. Who’s Responsible for Juliet’s “Death”? 

a. We hear much weeping and wailing by the Nurse, Lady Capulet, Lord Capulet and Paris. If they only knew that their actions and reactions helped to push Juliet to make her drastic decision. What could be some of the causes of Juliet’s “death”?
b. While they all played a part, who is the MOST responsible? Explain why?
i. Nurse

ii. Lady Capulet

iii. Lord Capulet

iv. Paris
Activity
a. For this assignment you will be using the person you chose for #16b.  Focus your work on how the character relates to Juliet. 
b. List five or more strong verbs that you think of when you think of your character: betraying, protecting, caring, talking, complaining, etc.
c. Select one of those verbs and identify a moment in the play when the character really performs that action. Example: betraying-the Nurse tells Juliet to marry Paris (III.iv)
d. Turn the event into one of the following that says something powerful and/or insightful about the character from the isolated incident:
i. Poem (at least 20 lines long) 

ii. Critical paragraph (at least 10 sentences) 

iii. Short Story (at least 20 sentences) 

